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AMUSENENT: TO-MORROW EVENING.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Irving Place.—Lusiy Broruens,
NIBL('S GARDEN, Brosdway.—Tus ExcHANTRESS,
WINTER QARDEN, Broadway.—Cauitca,

WALLACK'S THEATRE, No. 84 Broadway=Love

A0 M.nEY.

LAURA KEENE'S THEATRE, Broadwuy=Tus Mi-
CARTUY; OB, Tuk PREP OF Dar. i

NEW BOWERY THEATRE,
TINY—LA0naA's L Ers—WaANoE NG HOovd.

MARY PROVOSTS THEATRE, No. 435 Brosdway.—
A Nxw Way 10 Pay ULd De-ra e

DARNUM'S AMERICAN MUSEUM, Broadway,=Cox.
Norr—Liviee Waawe, %o, st all bours—Hor o' My
Pl vp—=Lissons Mok Lovens, afterooon and evealng.

BITANTS' MINSTRELS, Mechaniss' Hall, 472 Broal

VAR —W Lo SIBUCL biLLy PATrERsoN,

=Main or Drs

DODWORTIT'S
Duastsric Rxapiw
A

MELODEBON CONCERT HALL. 539 Broadway. —Faoves
Tilas Frit oitwANUks, Boxgs, Dancss, BueLrsques, &o.

OANTERBURY MUSIC HALL, 385 Broadway,—S0xas
BURLESQUES, &0.

HALL, #68 Broadway.—ViNDENuore's
a8,

Dascis, e llED GNOME.
GAIETIES CONCERT ROOM, d1é Broadway.—Drawing
Roox Ex BaLiers, Pax s, Famges, &0,

AMERICAN MUSIC HALL, ¢4 Broadway,—J
Darsr v—RAILROAD—CU OLLISION—~J OLLY mu.u'n. s

CEYSTAL PALACE CONCERT HALL, No. 45Bowery, -
URLESQUES, S0NGS, DANCRS, &C.—_'kalr a5 4 loar

PALISTAN CABINET OF WONDERS, 563 Broad -
Open daily from 10 A. M. IS F. M. i

NOVELTY MUSIC 616 s
eeia, Da oy HALL, Broadway.—BuURLEZqUES
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THE SITUATION.

The army of General McClellan in front of York-
town is still prevented from making any decisive
movements in consequence of the bad condition of
the roads, but at the sams time the advance keeps
up a continasl harassing tire upon the rebel batte-
ties, the Burdan sharpshooters doing such exeel-
lent service in this regard as to evoke a apecial
order of thanks from General McGlellan. It bas
been ascertained that the rebels have received
large reinforcoments during the past two days, and
that they are rapidly strengthening their works.

From luformation received by scouts, it appears
that the rebels are abandoning their position ou
the banks of the Rappabannock, and are falling
back on Gordonsville and Richmond.

The pariiculars which we give to-day of the
movements of the Merrimac on Friday are exceed-
ingly interesting, showing the daring of the rebel
Botilla in tempting cur vessels iuto & fight which,
for good reasous no doubt, was deoiiped, The
rebel vessclg sncceeded in taking three small
craft—one loaded with bay, another with sutlers’
stores, and the other empty—withoat any opposi-
tion. After making a show of their strength, and
vainly endcavoring to induce our naval force to
attack them, the rebel squadron retired, as we
bave previously stated, . Our iron-clad boats—the
Monitor, Naogatuck and Octorara—fired several
shots at t1.2 enemy, but did no damage, being ouy
of range. The Merrimac waa still to be scen last
evening lying quietly off Sewall's Poiot, under the
protaction of the rebel batteries.

Our troopas have pushed aa fur south as Huopts-
ville, Alabama, under General Mitchell. They
took possession of that place without mnuch resist-
ance, and captured two bundred prisoners, fifteen
locomotives and a large amount of roliing stock,
Huntsville is an important point, s our map and
description of the place to-day will show, being
situated on the main trunk line of the Memphis
and Charleston Railroad, which connecta Rick-
mond with Memplis aud the other cities of the
Southwest. Our possession of Huntsville culs
off ail connection between the Sguthern Atlantic
States and the West.

On the other side our army bas taken possession
of Pass Christian, in Mississippi, only fifty miles
from New Orleans and thirty miles from Bhip
Island, from which latter point, no doubt, the ad-
vance was made. Thus the rebels in the extrome
South are being rapidly enclosed o the embraces
of the Korthern anaconda.

The rebel accounts of the Iate battle at Pittsburg
Landing, incluling the eficial of Geperal Beanre-
gard, represent that affalr as & brilliant victory for
their side; but it happens, unfortanately for the
truth “of these statements, that all their reports
refer to the fight of Sunday, in which they un.
doubtedly Lad the advantage, being nearly two to
one against General Grant's army on that day.
Not a word, bowever, is said in the rebel accounts
of the Monday's battle, in which the tables were
tarned, and our army, supported by its reinforce-
ments, drove the enemy from the fleld. Deaure-
gard's report announces the death of General
Albert Bydney Johnston,

MIBCELLANEOUS NEWS. i
In the Beuste of our State Legiduwure yester |
day, seversl bills were passed: but woge of them |
wore of any gencral importance. The Assenbly's
smeddments to the bill to suppress the conor o
ealoons were concurred im. The bill furv, . |
rolment and reorganization of the State
was considered in Committes of the Wil .oy
orderad to s third reading. Anunfaverabl
was made from the committee on the il (o0
corporating the Firemen's Bavings instituiwon ol
4his city. In the Assembly, the Concert Salouns
Lill was smended and passod; and, as the amond
ments were immediately after coucarred in by the
Benate, the bill mow only peeds the Fxecutive g
mstire to be Alaw. The Assembly nleo prssed

the bills to amend the Excise law and to provide |

for the payment of expenses igourred by Indivi-
duals 12 orgoniging and equipping soluntesrs for

tho war. The bill incrensing the leense fwes ol | :
' i that swction, whilte wlous 1y

peddiors and hawkers was orderad to a tivd ol
inw. The Coungrassional Appurtionmen. || wes
wqian from the table snd refereed to the otimt!
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| Prooklyn Pagsenger and Baggneo Bx-
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pross
A0 0 VRRARRYA, A Kby ARREVRY IV 190 vl

-

-

=4 -

dations of President Lincoln and Mayor Opdyke,
this day will be signalised im all ghe churchos ol
this eity by services of thanksgiving for the nome:
rous victories recently wclieved over the rebels
bythe Union army, In some churches, we un-
derstand, the ocoasion will be further taken ad-
vantage of by making collections for the beneft of
wonnded soldiers, and the families of such as have
fullen on the bloody field of battle, It is an ex-
ample worthy of gencral imitation, and we foel
sure that the bare aunouncement of the subjeet
in all the churches to-day would meet with a libe-
ral response from the varions congregalions.

The hookseller's trade sale was continued until
late last night, and although a number of the buy-
er. had returned home, so a4 to enjoy the Sunday
with their fumilies, there were still enough left to
keep up the vigor of the bids. The invoice of Dick
& Pitzgerald wont off very finely, and Charles Ta-
her's Hst of ambrotype copies of fine engravings
met with & deserved success, both ns regards
prices and numbers. The demsnds for the photo-
graphic albums were wvery spirited, the worse
samples fetching good prices, snd those of Me-
Knight and Rutter, which were certaiuly the very
Dbest kind offered yeaterday, sold at prices rating
higher than any other of the same class of goods.
Their style of binding, doubtlesa, bad somewhat
to do with this success; for while other works of
this kind generally fall to pieses after a few day’s
wear, the new ‘‘guard backs" of these albums
prevent any chance of such & mishap, The sta-
tionery lists did not come off so early as expected.

In another column will be found the decision of
Judge McCunn upon the constitutionality of the
Sunday Liguor law, which will repay perusal.
Messrs. Ireland and Matthews, who were arrcabed
hy Captain Petty for selling liquor on Bunday with
closed doors, were discharged, the District Attor-
ney virtually coinciding with the views expressed
by the City Judge. His Honor had the decision on
the motion to quash the indictment against James
B. Taylor prepared; but the Recorder baving
adjourned the Court till Monday, he could nol
deliver it.

The argnment in the case of Davis against

Hackley, arising out of the street cleaning con-

tract, wna called on again, before Judge Barnard,
yesterday, but postponed until Saturday next at

ten o'clock. Mr. Edwin James made some re-
marks, en passant, respecting the American and
Engiish press.

The trials of several parties for being cngaged

in the slave trade were setdown for different days,
commenecing two weeks from Taesday week.

The divorce case of Casey va. Casey was dispos-
edof inthe Supreme Court of Melbourne, Austra-
lia, on the 23d of December. This was the first di-
yorce cause ever heard in the colony. The deei-
sion was in favor of the marviage, and against the
application of the husband for it disselution.

As far g the returns have heen received the vote

in Western Virginia stands as followa:—

For. Againsgt.

New coastitation. .. ... NI v o 3,707 61

Gradua: emancipation. ........... 155 62
According to the City Inspector's repar! there
were 435 deaths in the city daring the past week—
an increase of 49 as compared with the mortality of
the week previouz, and 21 more than occurred
daring the corresponding week last yeac. The re-
capitulation table gives 3 deaths of alcololism, 2
of diseases of the bones, joints, &c.; 102 of the
brain and nerves, 1 of the generative organs, 14
of the heart and blood yessels, 148 of the lungs,
throat. ¥0.: 3 of old age, 58 of diseases of the skin
and eruptive fevers, 4 premature births, 61 of dis-
cases of the atomach, howels and othor digestive
organs: 34 of unceriafi<eat and genera! fevers, 9
of diseases of the arinary organs, 13 from viclent
canses, and 3 unknown. There were 215 nntives
of the United States, 7 of Eungland, 81 of Ireland,
2 of Beotland, 83 of Germany, and the balance of
various fureign conutries,

The slock murkel was insctive yesterday, asd b the
Arst baard gtocks wero a fraction lower, At (e wecond
Board there was a moderaie rally. Money was ea<ior,
beiug freely offered at aix per cenl. Exclange closeld at
1124 a 5, goid 1015 a 75 The bullion export of the
Any was $370,177.

The collon markel was siealy yesterday. Jales of
685 ba'es, cluelly Lo spinners, oloslng on the bavisof
2740, & e for middling uplaods. The flour
market was hoary, uuder the ioflaence of the foraiga
pews, and el off S5¢. per bbi, especially for gom-
won aud modium grades of State mad Westorn, while
pales wers oderate. Whaoat was (pactive and sales
small, while prices ware witlous chasgs of momant
Corp was heavy and lower, with sales of Westsrnm ond,
in store and daliversd, at §9¢. a Gle. Pork was
heary aud saicw light, oclidlog cew messal 1287, a
$13, and new ol Al §10 25 A 10 37 4. Bacon and lard
wore i good requast, and prices firm, Sugars were gloady
and in guod requess, with sales of about 1,300 hhds. at
fall prices, Culles was quiet aod prices uoehanged.
Freighis ware bsavy aul esagagements light, st un-
Changed raies

The “0ld Flag® Again in Alabamne
Huntsville Oecupled.

General Mitchell's division, which our read-
ers will remember was the advanced column of
the army of General Buell in the occupation of
Bowling Green. Keutucky, has ocrossed the
State of Tennessee, and invaded the “sacred
s0il"”" of Alabama, and bas thercon established
itsell for the present. in the once flourishing
town of Huntaville,

This pince, as indicated on the map, is on the
Chattanooga and Memphis Railroad, and about
cighty miles west of Chritanooga, one hundved
and twenty miles east of Corinth, Mississippi,
the latest sironghold of Beauregard, while
some twenty-five miles to the southwest (om
Huntsville by rail is the rallway junetion at
Decatur, on th Tenneszsee river, where it was
supposed Geueral A. Sidney Jolnston bad in-
trenched himaell for a fight. The object of
General Mitchell, therefore, in striking this
railroad east of Decatur could not ave bees to
cut off Johnston from & junciion with Beaure-
gard: [or if this bad been Lis purpose General
Mitchell wonld have moved in between Corinth
and Decatur.  We prasume that he has his eye
upon the important railway junction at Chalia-
noogn, sud the «ill more important juuction a
little furiber cast, at Cleveland, which com-
mands the greal raflroad leading up through
East Tennessee into Virginia, and thence to
Richmond.

Ia this view of General Mitchell s orcupation

b extvome, ench W

of Hunteville, the complete liberation of East
Tonneases and the sheiging of the buek door in
te Southwest agains she rebel government and
e pebel army al Richmond wre very broadly
siggested. A it is, even ut Huntsville our
army of oo upation ciuts off the ﬂam con-
nection hetween Memphie and Corinth in the
Woat and ail the rebel “tates from Georgin to
Vieg nin vl Bust, and leaves Beauragard on
wnd faen.Jo. Johnston on the other
it for himsell. The battle
ot Pittehurg Tanding, howesae, may change the
uviginet design. of Ceneral Mitehell's nidvanes,

and wove him aasiward, in order 1o o operate
| 'n she final o

e one sids

ugnink Bamnpegand, al

Uorinth.
In any cvel bels W soon e
| ciemred AWAY Yo the northern  borders of

\ riansns, Mis<isony

by onr wivancing lorees on thg fand and water

Atlantls sea

Clellan’s capture of Yorktown, By that Ib;
#s we have intimated, their back door of eseape
to the Southwest, down through East Tennessee:
will be closed, and they will be compelled to
move direelly soulbward, through North and
South Carolina; and even by this route they
may meet with some very serious obstractions.
The interior portions o the cotlon States,
back from the malariu of the low, swampy sea-
coasl section, are elevated and remarksbly sa-
lubrious. The original plans of General Me-
Clellan embraced this nice distinction hetween
a summer campaign for Northern troops on the
sickly Soulborn gemboard and the bealthy
Southern interior. Hence we find that all the
late and present movements of our encircling
armies, fleets and flotillas ave directed, on both
flanks, Lo push the vebels baek into the interior
of the cotton Statos belure the sickly season of
the Southern const comes on, That this will be
done can hardy now Le doubted; but, with this
great work accomplished, we think there will
be no protracted rebel guerilla war in the in.
terior of the cotton States, but a general stam-
pede of the rebel leaders for Muxico, and a
general dissolution of the rebel armios.

Taxation of Newspapers=Influcnce of
Cheap Journalism on Political Morals.

The death of the London Borning Chromicle,
after nearly a centary of exiatence, is a fact of
great political significance. Teken in con-
neetion with the changes impending over
Our own newspaper presa, ity importance should
not be lost sight of.

For thirty yenrs the press of Fugland had,
uprder the influence of moderate and diserimi.
nating taxes imposed both upon eireulation
aud advertisements, grown into a consequence
awd power which justly obtained for it the title
of “The Fourth Estate.”” 1t copresenied 8o fuith-
fully the opinions of the educated classea that
no minister dare disregard its maaifestalions
when exercised with anything like unanimity. It
inaide or unmade cabinels, und. to & greater o
lessar degree, dictaled the policy of each
suceessive administration. With the exceplion
of a few weekly journals, ciroulating among the
working classes, it was génerally to be found
the mdvocate of conservative or rationally pro.
greasive measures. Then enme the abolition of
whal the radicals caljed “the iaxes upon know-
ledge”—a term, like many other party shibbo-
leihs, inten merely to dups the multitude.
So far as it regarded the newspaper pioss it
ceriainly had no just application; for, nuder a
judicious system of taxation, the English preey
had not only honestly fulfilled its mission, but
prospered to a degroe unexampled in the his-
tory of that partioular department of literature.
The duty upon paper removed, its immediate
effect was to multiply to an enormous extent
the number of cheap jouraals, which, springing
up like fungi, exercised a similarly uawhole-
some and poisonous iafluence. Requiring but
comparatively little capital for their eatablish-
ment, the English penny dailics soon acquired
a circulation which affected the advertising
business of their older rivals, and compelled
them to redunce an expenditure that had been
employed in sconring (he highest ovder of
talent and personal charncter for their manage-
ment. The consequences were soon appatent.
Men of inferior capucity and principles got
hold of the old estublished journals; the intel-
ligent class of readers upon whom they had
hitherto relied heeame dissatisfied with them:

and to maintain their  eirculation they
had to bid for popuolarity among the
masses by rushiog into  extremes that

they bad hitherto carefully avvided. IHence
the violent and disgraceful part taken
by such journals us the London Times,
Post and Ierald on the American question,
and the error into which we ourselves fell
in agsuming that these papers conlinued, as of
old, to represent the views of the government
or of the inielligent and educated portion of
the English people. The fact was thal they
wera either irying to eurry favor with the work-
ing classes, whose interests were 30 seriously
affefied by the blockade, ov had been bought
up by Southern gold. The effeot of this prosti-
tution of journals, which bad hitherto main-
tained an honorablo and independont position,
hacame at once evident. The two countries
were nearly precipitated into a war with ench
other, and when the concessions of cur govern-
ment in the Trent affair led 0 an aml-
cable adjustment of the dificulty, and
afforded time for a calm  consideration
of all the facts, the conduct of these papers
led to a violent raaction in publie opinion, the
effect of which has been to kill off the Morning
Chronicle, which will soon be followed by the
IMorald and Post, and in all probability by the
Times, too, unleas it apeadily cheo o ils tacties,
In trying to outvie the peany papers in radi-
caliam and coarseness, these journals have
disgusted the highly cultivated class of read-
ergupon whom they have bitherto relied, and
the latter are consequently now almost without
any organ. When the conservalive sentiment
of the country is left thus unrepresented the
consequences must be evident to every one.
To violence of tone and an aggressive spirit on
the partof the pross will succeed party divi-
gions and conflicts of all kinds and in their
wake will inevitably follow revolution and
anarchy.

Such bas been also the experience of the con-
tinenial  nations wherever a cheap press
bos been allowed to multiply its issues
uncontrolled by & government censorship
Who can doubt thal, if taxation alone had been
rolled upon to check the radicalism incident to
low priced journals, Fronce would have ex-
hibited more stability in ber institutions? Any
interference by authority with the free expres-
sion of opinion must always Lave o tendency
to irritate and inflame he popular passions.
If governments would so frame their measures
that the press could only be conducted by
men of capital as well as education, they would
arrive at their objects without exposing them-
selves to the odium of enforcing wesirictive
laws againat the right ol [ven discussion.

It thig country we are unLappily exemplify-

ing, by our present  misfortunes, the
evil« resulling from  cheap  newspapers:
During  the thirty  yeus et England

was becoming more unltwl sud powerful,
under the influence of a toderatels laxed
and  admirhbly condueted press. we  have
veen stendily deifting ot vevolution. A ays.

tem of government more pecfect than any that

' e wisdom of man bad ever before succeeded
Aabima agi Genrgin | in devising bas been suspended and nearly

broken up by she demagogism eagendered by
a low priced and irresponsible press. It is for

board and she Guil out paval “xpadivngy hmpe | Congress to take oare that this curse does uot

uearly completed their prepartions for o yeng,
al moving back of the rebels into the iniorior

| of the ontton Stales Their slampede (rom Vi

glae ikl bogla Joiere 1oog Wikh Goperal M | mwih v Wis quention, The publig waEels, 84

stick 1o us I legislating upon the mew tax
WL attention sbonld be directed to the politi-
ol as wall s Lo the Magal conalderations which

well as the public necessities, will be subserved
by making the taxstion upon newspapers such
as will guarantee their being condueted by
persons who have some stake in the community

Tus Mezenac  asp  Resse Fresr Our
Adary w Hamrros Roaps—Tuem  Aupacicy
axnp Durvpisor.—By lhe news which wo pub-
lish this moraing from Vortress Moaroe, it up-
pears that the Merrimac, accompanied by the
Yorktown aud Jamestown—the latter aviaed §
with an ivou prow, protruding six feot beyond
the water line—came out from Craney Islund
on Vriday morning, al seven o'clock, acoom.
panied by four other gunboats—iwo of
them probably the Teazer and Raleigh—nnd
five tugs, waking in all twelve vessels, and ad-
vanead into Hampton Roads, opposite Now-
port's News. Aflter nolifying the Freuch and
Fuglish war vessels to move out of danger, the
Commodore of the fleet sent the Jamestown to
capture iwo brigs and a schooner anchored
near the shore hetween Newport’s News and
Foriress Monroe, and in the service of the
federnl government. - The three prizes were
takon off under the rebel flag in leas than half
su hour, and conveyed to Craney Island—one |
of them with the Union flag at half-mast—no
pleasant sight for American eyes. Meantime,
the other Union sloops, schooners and brigs
in the Romls reireated under the shelter of For-
tress Monvoe, and “in the course of an hour the
forests of masts between the fortress and Sew-
all’s Point dizappeared, and broad, open
expanse of water bore on & ‘durface only
the rebel fleet and one English and two Freach
men-of-war,”

Thiz was no surprise; for the Merrimae and
hev consorts had steam up for several days al
Cruney lsiand, and were expected oul as s00n
us thie wenther became fine, On the Hrstap.
pearance of the Merrimac, too, the Minnesota
fired sn slarm gun. Yel the rebel floet were
pecmitted Lo carry off three vessels in the ser-
vice of the government without an attempt ot
tesistance. And not -only so, but at four
o'clogk in the afternoon the Merrimac fived
three shots in the direction of Hampton creek,
a3 & clallenge to our fleet to come out and
fight. The Monitor. meaniime, conlinued
at  ber usual anchorage, and as for
the Vanderbilt and the rest who were o run
the Merrimae down, we have no account of
their presence. Where were they? It is no
wonder that “the bold impudence of the manoeu-
vres of the rebel fleet, contrasted with tho ap-
parent apathy of our fieet, excited surprise and
indignation” among the spectators. What hns
the Navy Department been doing ever since the
late battle? Why was not the Merrimac cut out
of Norfolk or sunk in its waters, just after she
was disabled by the Monitor, instead of waiting
till she was repaired and received (wo new
powerful guns, carrying balls of three hundred
and  sixty pounds weight, with puneh-like
poiuts, to penetrate even iron—and waiting,
moreover, till one of her consorishad her boiler
repaired and another had an iron prow affixed ?
What corresponding preparation hasheen made
to meet the rebel fleet thus prepared? That
pothing ndegquate has been done appears evi-
dent from the fact that the Confederate veasels
came out to offer battle, and it wus de-
clined, except under the cannon of (he Lip Raps
and Fortress Monroe. This isnot as il onght to
be, and the Nuvy Department and Congress owe
W heavy debt of responsibility to the country
for palpable negleet, whose results cunnot fuil
to be injurious (o the prestige of the United
States Navy among the marilime nations of the
world. There is good reason to fear tlist the
Merrimac will play an important part inthe
coming batile on the peninsula, extending from
Yorktown, on the York river, to Warwick, on
the Jawes river, unless her destruction is pre-
viously accomplished.

Prustte Increputity Asory Wan News—Tux
Oavse ok [r.—For some time the public wind
has exhibited great ineredulity about the ve-
porls which appear in the newspapers from the
buttle field. This was the case aboul the vic-
tory won hy our troops at Pittsburg. on tie
Tennessee, on Monday last. More than half of
those who read the accounts did not bellove
them. This incredulity was not manifested 1}
recently. It has avisen altogeiher ont of the
censorship.  Had the newspaper proprivtors
heen lefi to themselves they wounld have pub.
lished as truthful accounts of battles as it was
poesible for them. [t is always their inturest
to tell the truth, It is on this chavacter for
veracity that their success depends. But singe
the censorship of the press under the War De.
partment, journalists are no longer responsibic
for the war news, and gonsequently the pubii

“Begiigent wod inbhuman,"” why were they ap-
polaled” We suspeci that wany men, by po.
litieal influcnce, have been appointed anrgeons
in the army who arc vebher gualified by the
Posccssion of humanity nor professional know-
ledge. The seoner ihey are swept away the
bettor.  They may be more futal to onr wound-
edtroops thaa the cannon and musketry of the
enemy have heen, If Lue bwo surgeons thug
reprimunded by a war bulletin are “encmies
of their country and of the buman race,”
they cught to be apvested, fried by court
martial and bung, insiead of hLeing woerely
“suspeonded from dutv and grdered to report
thems: ves.”

NEWS FROM WASHINGTON.

B

WAR GAZETTE.

OFFICIAL.
UASSES W0 EDITOHS, CORREAPONDENT® AND RE-
POKTERS,
Wan Derarrust, April 12, 1582,
Colonel Anson Siager is hereby aiihorized to grant
Paisen to the editora, correspondents ana roportors of
naw=papsrs Lo enter Lho lines of thol'uited Siates Army,
upon receiving satisfactory prool that the persen apply-
ing for such pass is loyal, and bis writ'on parole not to
publizh any information lo regard to wllitary opecations
that would give aid or comlort to the evew y; persons hiold-
Ing such passes to ba subject (o such rules and regula-
tioas as the General Commanding may prodoribe,
EDWIN M. STANTON, Seuretary of War,
INPORTANT TO ARMY SUTLRRS,
The [ollow ing has heen roceived by the Milisary Gover
nor Of the District of Columbin.—
Win DRPARTMENT.
Guxnnar—It (8 1o request of Geners! Mellollan that
1o permits bo given for the present to ship wulier's stores
to ploces oecupled by bt army. You will pleavaact ac-
cordingly avd stop all shijents, Yours, truly,
EDWIN M. STANTON, Socielury of War.
Brigadiar Genern! W inswontu,

GENERAL NEWWS,

Wasionaron, April 13,1803,
NOTICE TO VESHEL3 TRADING 170 OLD POINT.

The following lotter, addressed to Flag Olcar Golds-
borough, was lasued from tho Navy Depariment oo tho
Olh instant.— .

Bm=It 5 not uelicely that some vessels may make
their appearanca &t Old Point, for tho purpose of trading
with the army and naval forces, withoat authority to do
s0. None should be allowed without the permission of
the Treasury, War or Navy departmenta; and, should
you diseover any that have not such permission, you will
#oize ther , and send them into port for adjndication. I
am, rwmu‘nl% your obedient servant, = .

GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy,
THE NATIONAL TAX BILL.

‘Th Tax bill has been found defective in very many par.
ticulars, and will reynire much amendmant in the Senate,
if it should nol be superseded there by (he substitution of
an eatively new hill. 1t is estimated that, under the pro-
visicns of tho bill as it passed the Honse, ouly about Ofty
thonsund dollars of ihe tax can be collected in the Terii-
tary of Colorado. It i3 stated that there is wot in the
Torrilory a siugle foot®l real estate owned by individuais
upon which (he Lax can be levied. Nor will anything be
roalized from tha income tax in any of the Territovies,
most of which are in & similar coudition to that of Colo-
rado.

In maturing the Tax bill, tha cost, convenicncs and
faasibility of collecting the reveuue appears to have
almont entiroly oscaped attention. The tax on spirituous
liquors is cited as an Instance of Liis oversighl. lostead
of laying the whole tax upon crnde liquors, as distilled,
a light tax is 'aid vpon then, and s {poressed upon the
mixtires of which they are the baso. It is shown Lhad il
will be poxt to impossille to colleot tho taxos on these
mixtures, and that this greal sourcs of revenne will be
thus rendered unproductive Lo the governmeot. The
exparience of the English govermmnent (n colloctiug guch
Laxes has taught thom to lay the whole tax upon the ori-
ainal mannfacture, and not attempt ‘o follow the various
deviess of trade for the r 1t is repr f that
not one gallon i tea thousand of raw whiskey i#
used in that state, but nearly all 18 subjected to some
process to it it for use. A tax, equaleven to that im-
posed by Great Britain—two dollars and @fLy cepts per
gallon—might without difcnlty be collected from the
diskillers, but sfier it leaves their hands the collection of
I bva sribsequent taxes would require sn innumerable army
ol execisamen,

EYFECT OF THE PASSAGE OF THE EMANCIPATION BILL,

The announceent to-day of (he passage of the Ewan-
cipation bill? for the District has created much excito-
ment, Thas produced irreparable domestic confusion,
broaking up, iu mauy insiangen, fanily reiations that had
wibmisted undistrrbed for years, and severing associations
that were endearsd by affections that can be appreciated
ouly by those who have reared their own servants. While
many slave owners willingly acquiesce 1n this measar e
it meats with grave vhjections from the workiog clasaes,
anid in many luatances rom the negroed themeelves , who
regard this movenonl a= only prelimiuary to their forcl-
bl removal from the conatry, and do pot appreciate the
hoon of freedom which debars them from entering
any State of the Union except Pepusylvania, New

York aud tbe New Englund States. To those among
thom whio have yamily agsociations in Maryland, Vie.
gin, or Kentucky, the state of servitude was profera.
hiz to the fresdom which shuts them out from not
only slevej®tates bLut from most of the froe States of
the Union.

The bill 43 il has pssead opens the way for innomers
ule fravds.  Thero 8 no donbt, if the bill shouid beeome
» law, lundreds of negroes, bereiofore free, will be rep.
rgwule’| a6 slaves for the purpose of oblaining the com.
peosation allowed, The impression has been greatly
strongilioned to-day that the failure to provide an oppor.
tuulty for a trial by Jury of the value of the negroes this

have in a great measurve lost fideace in i,
Thers ought not lo be any doubt that » vieioer
was won by the Union arms on Monday: but
there was so much mystery thrown avound it
by suppression ol truth on one side, nud exag
gevation and invention on the other, that the
public mind was confused and hewildersd,
and knew not what to belicve.

One account sald there was a disorderly rout
of the rebels on Monday, and tha! they lust
forty guns; another, that they losi no guns, but
carvied off (he thirty-six they capraved, and
retired in good order when the refulorcement
of Buell appeared to be too nuwmercus to von-
tend against. The variance in the numbers
killed and wounded and prisoners on efthor
side is very great, In the beginning the rebels
were said to have lost 35,000, which is, to sav
the least, n great exaggeration Then they
were pursued to Corinth aud it was rumored
that Corinth was taken, ail of which is now
known to be untrue. The fact appears to bes
that in Sunday’s battle the Union woops were
severely defeated and only saved from utter
destruction by the gunboats, On Monday, by
the reinforcements they reiricred their for-
tunes and recovered the ground (hey had ost,
punishing the enewmy withi heavy blows. Dut
there ought to be an official report.  The wb-
genco of official reports confirme the dovbts of
the skeptical.

Let the truth be published at ouce, whatever
jtis. It will be the best in the end. Leave
the press free and untrammelled, and the teath
will be sure to come oul. Tlad the Fucls Leen
allowed to be published iu the morning pupers
on the day after the battle of Bull van, in-tend |
of foolishly annonncing & victory, the effect of
the trath, which could nos be kaps back in the
afteraoon, would not lave boen hall so disns
trous as it was, When there [+ any attempl ub
concenlment, or any mysier; tade about bat-
tlow, the imagination will be snre to paint mat
tara in the darkest colors.

M. Sraxtos's BULLErTIN Anour THE Anvy
Sunurons.=Wa fear the Heorotary of War's
bulletin whons the Assistant Army Suigeons, |
fewitt and Stipp, will make our il y i |

| o ghd foo) vory uagomtoriale, 10 they ate
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liberated wili prove fatal to (ko bill. Thie opinton ia
vow oxpressod by soveral whbo voled against Mr. Traln's
wmendment, sud it is stated that it s also enteriained
Ly the Attoruey Gageral.

MEETING OF 1HE LOYALISTS OF FAIRFAX COUNTY, VA,

T loyal residents of Fairfnx couuty beld ancilier
Union mesking to-day, chially with the view of porfoct.
ing & wew orgsuization siyled ibe Upion Club, The
mein sers are pledyged Lo report to the authoritios every
wan who may be considered dazgercus to the Unjon
oanta, and to give the officers of the army all in.
formalion posaible concorning the onemy. Be
verai genilemen from the  adiolning counties are
jrioresiod  ie the  organization, amd are makiog
wrrangemenuts  for  eatablishing similar  socielies
aleewhers  The Union Home Guard, of Fairfax, is daily
(horensing in sireng' b, and wit! shortly be in resdiness
for #ifeciive sarviee. Mr. Brooks, Becretary of the Union
Club hos been appointed (o procure arms from the War
topartment for the w#e of the new corpa.

A NUIBANCE ABATED.

The ¢ity 18 belng fast cleured of the boguenriny officers
who have infested Lhe boteis and promenades of Wash.
lughon for some Lime past.  Connterfelt colonels, majory
and line olicers by seores have been arrested, confined in
the ceutral guardhouse, and reloased shorn of their
roashurs. The unilorm of these meon in gouerally & cloak
for rascalily.

ARNEAT OF AN EXPRESS DRIVER.

CLaries Grifn, an expross driver, has besn arresied
and confloed in tho contral’ guard.bouse, charged with
forging o cheek for iwenty-five dollars in the name of
Captain Stecle, afxed tos false nceount for seryices,
The check was passed on Captain Dana.  Griffin bas bee:
turned aver 1o the aivil suthorities.

THE PROVOST MARSHAL'S PATROL.

{he Provost Marshal bas sdopied & vew e of
abrofling the streots of the city, Tt conxists in baving
the guard of cavalry and lofantry aecompaoy sach
otlier on Uheir tour, and thus be abla to render mid 1o
one another in case by dificully octnrs in meking

arrets
THE NAVY,

The following ordors wnd appointments have besn
made ol the Navy Dopaitnent —

Commander Jamas 1. Strong, detached from the Mo,
pawk, and ordersd 10 thecommand of United Hinies
stentner Fing.

Acting Mastar William T. Raudall, ordeved (u copori to
the Navy Yard, Bosion.

ftobert G, Richards, of New York, appoiuted Manstey
g IAVORABLE REFORTS PHOM BNGLAND,

A, Oyrus W. Finld arrived Lore this mornive direq:
[romm London, aud roporis Lint tha feeling in Eagland g
France o (avor of this soutiiry s datly inereaing. 11 1y

LUt e Field brongheos i i Proty garepe preo

vum hflisnt nl oo iy wappl iy ¥ e
o 1™aiet Flnton, 43 by
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livared w Now Yock, and paysble entirely ln bouds of
onr goverument,
BPB0LAL MESSENGER TO
Tho Proaident bus appointed Mr. Plumb, for,merly o

attecho of the Mexican embassy, s special of
despatchos to thal country. Mr. Plumb lea thd
earliost opportunity, taking with him the pros

Jectad between this government and that of Mexice. The
troaty is elogmatly engrogsed and transiated, is bound ik
bina velvet, on whieh are the American arms attached
with silver cord and tassels, pending from which ks the
greas seal of the United States, in a box of pure silveré
The whola 15 contained in a Turkey morocco case, claspod
with silver aud lined with blue velvet,
THE NEW TREATY WITH MEXI0O0.

A clavse in the now troaty with Moxigo provides tha€
criminals may be remanded by the State authorikies of
any Biate of either republic; without reference to L@
goucral govervmont. This will save much circumloc.sd
tion (o the extradition of criminals, -

ORDER RESPECTING PRISONERS OF WAR,

By ordors recently issued, it {5 the duty of & conte
manding General in the flold, or of & department, 1af
make arrangements for tho safe keoping and reasonabid
comfort of his prisoners. He will give no ordor ang:-
Iug prisonors or releasing them, except under inslrwsy
tions from the War Dopartmeat. Bul, inemerget !
admitting of no delay, the General will act upon lis 0w
authority, and give aay order relative o his prisotorg’
the publio Intarest may require, promptly reporting hiy
procsedings to the War Department through the Adjutant
Goneral. A goneral depot for priseners will be dos
algnated by the Secrotary of War, to be under the cont¥
mand of the Commissary Genoralof prisoners, but leaving
it discretlonary with Gensrals commandiag deparimenatsy
or in the feld, to send their prisoners thither,

THE BANITARY CONDITION OF THE AEBMY. -
it appears that the sickmess of mm.mn"
districta, was o the lollowiag relative proporgions;—Isf
August and Beptamber—Western Stales, ninsly-#ight;
Enstern States, seventy-eight; Middle States, Afty-fives
In October and Novembor—Western States, one hundredi
and eight; Eastern States, sevonty-four; Middle States,’
fifty aix. In Deocember and January--Western Siatewy
one bundred and seven; Easstern Slatés, eighiy-thres
Middle States, sixty, The statiatics of the ]
show that the Western States invariably show the largesd
pick list proportlonately, and the Middls Statea tha
smailest. The Commission is preparing other vitalsiag’
tistics which will be of great value.

A REBEL 8HOT,

A man was shot by & sentry guarding the Orange and
Aloxandria Railroad, a shors distance beyond lsristoll
station, last Wodoesday night, while in the sot of
tearing up the rails. Tho rebel had withdrawn throd
epikes ond was prying off the rail with an irom bag
when the guard fired upon him, killing him instantly. -

NEWS FROM THE RAPPAHANNDCK.'

Wasaingron, April 12, 1861,
Reliable scoula report that tha rebels have almost
tirely abandoned their position upom the souttd
bank of the Rappabannook, and bave fallen back’
to the immediate vicinity of Gordensville and
Richmond. It is believed that ihe greater portios
of tho rebel army of the Polomao Lss gone to the re”)
lisf of Norfolk and Yorktown, ad which places’
enemy have doubileag concentrated their atre
Tho uiter destruction of rails and cross ties f
Codar Nun greatly retards our movemonta upon lth:.
of the Gordonsville Rallroad, aad renders an immovad:
outlay of capital and labor nocessary before any blow cast
ba inflicted upon tho ensmy by our advange. S

IMPORTANT FROM THE QULF.

-

THE GAPTURE OF PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPL,

Batrxons, lrl-llil%u'l

A Gespaleh dated Mobile, Sth, says the enomy
Union lorces) sholled Pass Christian yestordsy, landod
2,400 men and twolve four-pound howiizers. Our foro®’
wia 300 men and (wo howitzers. ‘We (the rebels) msddq
2 parrow escape. d

SEETCH OF PASS CHRISTIAN. .

FPasa Christian (proovunced Kris-te-an, with :
cu the lagt syllable) is & post villmge of Harrison
ty, Miesissippl. It ie located on & pass of its owa -!‘
vuar the entrance to St. Louls Bay. Tt is situated a
about one bundred and sixty-five milea tothe soutl
southenst of Jackson. It is fifty miles from New
loans, thirteen miles from Mississippl City, and twenly.
five miles from Biloxi. ¥t i3 about thirty miles from than
eastern portion of Ship Island, and about sighty mfles’
from the mouth of I'ags-a l'Outre of fthe Mississippll

river. pﬂ‘d
Harrison connly is situated in the most southorn
of the Siate, and borders on the Gulf of Mexico. It
an area of about aleven hundred and Afty square nﬂ-‘
and ig drained by the Blloxi and Welf rivers. The soi
ts sandy, and, for the most part, is covered with
wood. The capital of the county is Mississippi City )
The Inst returas of tbe population gave an aggregale o
this county of nearly five thousand persons, of whong
fftean hundred were slaves, \
Para Cnristian—tbat iz, the waters of that name—io
caused by the impedad part of the Sound In the directiond
of Cat Island and the entrance of the bayef St Louis.'
Thase watere do uot admis of vessels drawing more tha
wight feet of water ot medjom tide. Thie draught of wa?
tar ean be carried through Lake Borgue. Lake Pontchar,
traiu is separated from Lake Borgne by Pine Island, tof
‘he north of which (s the entrance called Rigolaus, and
to the sonth called the Chief Menteur. These sntrances
awl outlet: afford, on their respective bars,in Lake
Borgne, a depth of nine fest at Ligh water, and eight!
fech at medium tide. This depth can be carried througls
the lake, within a short aistance of the shore, Lo Iﬁ-ll{.
sonvilie, 1o the mouth of the Manchac, and to the moutls
of the Bayou St, Jean, which conneets,tho cily of Now Ure
lenns with the iake.

IMPORTANT FROM ARKANSAS.
The Rebels Concentrating in Arkansni—
Iliness of Genenal Sigel, &e.

Br. Lous, April 12, 1542

It is reported that the rebels bave withdrawn theie
furces from Northwestern Arkansas, and are concemtrat-
ing them at Pocabiontas, in the oertheastern pari of the
State, Their force at that point (9 repressntad Lo be ton
thousand. The Union forces, under Goveral Steele,arq
belween Greonyille, Missour!, acd tho Arkansas ine, pres
pared to mect any movemont the rebels may male. i

Major General Sigel has arrived from the southwest,
havivg been compelled to leave his command for a time
un account of kis health. )

Artivals from lrooton say that the rebsl Geusral Van
Dorn (8 at Pittman’s (srry, on the Careant river, near tha
Mis<onri line, with ten or twelve Lhousand Lroops, awai
ing reluforcements.

The Escape of the Nashville,
Bavrimons, April 12, 1363,
A loiter from Pattonaburg, N. . tothe Riehmuond
1Whip, says that the Nashyillo was taken to pen by Licaf *
Win. C. Whittle, and that sbe was taken to Charlestou s
te ba delivered Lo her new owners,

More British Steamers to Rum tho
Blockade.

A letter from Hamburg, of March 16, says the Britisly
sleamer Bahama, of Liverpool, was in port, loadiag wiih
gims and amimonition , aod to clear for Matamoras, Mex
0. The writer hind been on board, and (hinks she §
intended for a privatesr—has a flush deck, very hoavil
Inid..

The Dritich stoamer before reported lying at Dordeauc”
{9 theSaracen, of 1,500 tony. Blhe remuined st Bor-
deaux March 10, loading with brandy, wines, gume
and smmunition, intending to run the blockade. Hhe g
loaded by the firm of Desbordewes, Amerioan shiy

brokers.

[P
ling of the Jura. '
B o oRaND, April 13, 1808
Tha spearyship Jurs, Capl. AiLon, sniled ab hall-pask
thras 1. M. for Liverpool,
© ' Ing
FavaL Acerpens A7 A Fing ~James Gould, & native o
Ttoston, o ged Lhirsy-ons yoars, died yestarday al hinresis
dengn, No, 02 Columbia wireat, From the sifeols of inju.
clow acetdentally recoived on Tuesday last, by hoing rum
over by Eugine No. 26, while on Lis way o afire. Do
coanod, 1t appodred, bl hold of the rope of the apparst 4
while 'n'l.nl through Juckson sirost, whon he slamb' e
and ing nndor (e wheels, was run over Ho wa' gmos
" momber of the Fire Dejartuent, bl was to sho gl
of maglsting Bogine Company No. 20 whenever ar bpp ¢

tianity offered, € oner Cotitn ol au loquest gpon the
by . |

Fousn MO s «The bty of Al MO0V tuan, Bips
posed o be Denjamin O, rng, way for a4 deownind a8
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